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PROGRAM NOTE 
Wedekind is rightly called the prophet of sexuality in modern drama. He himself 
wandered the world in the company of adventurers, (circus clowns and artists), 
libertines and per:verts, seeking to "know love in all its manifestations." Society's 
antagonism toward the power of sex is the motivating force in the entire body of 
his work. And yet Wedekind was a moralist in the strictest sense of the word; sex, 
he seems to say, is its own enemy. 
His concept of morality was ambivalent; a child of the Victorian age, he was torn 
between conventional bourgeoise morality and the new morality of sexual freedom. 
If the first of the Lulu plays is a hymn to the instinctual life, the other reveals the 
darker vision of the inevitable descent into hell. (While Lulu is true to her natural 
instincts, it is the men who try to mold her who are each in turn destroyed; when 
she betrays them, she herself is the final victim). 
It is difficult to overestimate Wedekind's role in contemporary drama, as a vital 
force in modern expressionism and (in his masterly juxtaposition of tragic horror 
and grotesque farce) as a direct forebear of our Theatre of the Absurd ... 
Richard Carl Mueller 
This PANDORA'S BOX is actually an adaptation of two plays chronicling the 
destructive history of "the wild and beautiful beast" Lulu. The second play was 
denied public production during Wedekind's lifetime, and despite the recognized 
importance of his Freudian· dramatic vision he has been largely neglected: Pabst's 
silent film of Pandora's Box was a sensation of the 1920s. Berg's opera Lulu has 
won a place in the modern repertoire, and two seasons ago an adaptation staged by 
Peter Barnes in London was called "brilliant." 
Giraudoux's stylish comedy AMPHITRYON 38 is our next University Theatre 

offering, March 1, 2, 7, 8, 9 followed by THE EMPIRE BUILDERS in April and the 

opera SUSANNAH in May. Three Student Directed One Acts by Noel Coward, 

Israel Horovitz and Jean Claude van Italie will be presented in the Showcase 

Theatre December 19, 20, 21. A Rehearsal and Performance experimental 

production of Strindberg's DREAM PLAY is to be staged in the Studio Theatre 

January 11 and 12. Season subscribers may reserve free tickets. 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF DRAMA 
presents 
fRANK W[D£K\ND 
University Theatre 
December 7, 8, 
. , 
 13, 14, 15, 1973 
44th Season 
) 
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ACT ONE: 	 Berlin Due to the nature of the subject matter we have ·not recommended this play 
 There will be one intermission for children . 
 '. ACT TWO: 	 Scene 1 Berlin 

Scene 2 Paris 
 Acknowledgements: 

Scene 3 London Canada College Drama Department, for loan of bullwhip. 
 
